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Downholland Haskayne C.E Primary School
English Policy

Introduction
language and, literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and
(The 2074 'P/’ima/y/ National Curriculum in England)

English teaching at Downholland Haskayne C.E Primary School teaches children to hecome
individuals who have a high standard of language and literacy who can become confident
individuals and as memhbers of society.

At Downholland Haskayne C.E Primary School we aim to:

Reading and Writing. Pupils will he given opportunities to interrelate the
requirements af English within a broud and balanced approuch to the teaching of
English across the cwriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught
literacy skills.

Speak with confidence, clarity, fluency and in appropriate forms;

Speak in a vuriety of situations and groups for a range of audiences;

Listen with attention and understanding and respond appropriately to others;

Read with confidence, fluency and understanding and be able to orchestrate a full

Bee interested in hooks, read with and for enjoyment and evaluate and justify
preferences;

Understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell
accuwrately;

Understand and write in a widening variety of forms, including fiction, poetry and
non-fiction texts;

Develop children's presentation skills, including fluent and legible handwriting;
Plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing;

Develop an interest in words and their meanings and develop a suitable technical
vocabulary to discuss their reading and writing;



Teaching and Learming of English at Downholland Haskayne C.E. Primary School
The English Cuwrriculum at Downholland Haskayne, Primary School is based upon the 2014
Primary National Cwrriculum in England which provides a hroud framework and outlines
knowledge, skills and understanding taught at each key stage. This framework is then used,

A vuriety of teaching approuches are used:
Whole class teaching

Talking partners

Practical work

Use of IT equipment
Individual and group work
Supported and guided group work
Roleplay

Planning for English

Teachers plan their English objectives following the National Cwrriculum in England Year
Group Expectations for Spoken Language, Reading and Writing and Spelling, Vocabulary,
Punctuation and Grammar. The programmes of study for English are set out for Key Stage
1 and Key Stage 2. Reading elements include word reading and comprehension. Writing
elements include transcription, comprehension and vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.

Planning

Long-term planning ensures all genres are planned for across hoth key stages. Each class
uses a high-quality text or other stimulus (e.g. short films) for each half term which the
additional texts.

objectives to be covered for each text or stimulus.

Weekly planning should include all aspects of the English Curriculum to be covered that
week including reading (whole class guided reading), writing lessons, discrete grammar
lessons, spelling or/and phonics sessions, handwriting sessions (where applicable) and

Teachers use adaptive teaching to enswre lessons are accessible for all children and their
individual needs are supported.



Phonics

We follow the Twinkl phonics programme. Daily lessons are taught from Reception through
to Key Stage 1 and in Key Stage 2, when necessary. One-to-one sessions are delivered to
children who may need some additional support to read accurately and fluently. These
sessions will take place in addition to English lessons. The Twinkl phonics program is used,
alongside the statutory spelling objectives (as set out in the National Cwrriculum). We use
the Spelling Shed program for weekly spellings.

Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 classes read regularly to an
adult each week hoth in their phonics lesson and individually. Children in Key Stage 2 read
a minimum of once a week to- an adult, more i necessary. Whole class reading sessions
take place every week in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

Reading

All children following the Twinkl phonics scheme are given a decodable reading hook from
the Twinkl reading scheme which is changed, in accordance with their progression. As and
when the children complete the program, they then move to the Bug Club reading Scheme
as the children then have the skills and understanding to read the books independently.

Children can also take home an additional reading book from the school library that is to

be read with support from a parent and offer further breadth and pleasure.
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predicting, explaining, retrieval and sequencing/summarising.

Additional, Readi
Children are given time every day in class to read a hook of their choice and enjoy weekly

library sessions to promote reading for pleasure in our Little Lambs Library. We use the
Reading Eggs online program where children can read and enjoy interactive hooks.

We also stage reading events during the year to celehrute hooks and authors. We hold
events such as, World Book Day, Pyjamaraoma and National Poetry Day. We also hold
peers.

A to- Writi
using the planned class text. Throughout English sessions, children participate in a range of
Key Stage 1 follows the ‘Write Stuff writing approach. This approach allows children to

apply basic skills, vocabulary and grammar knowledge to- write effective sentences, which



In The Write Stuff approuch to writing, the children explore high level, rich vocabulary and
are taught grammar in context through different writing lenses on the Writing Rainhow.
There are three lenses used to support children with their writing:

As the children progress to KS2, armed with the skills from the Jane Considine approuch,
The children are ready to develop further their writing technigues and,
ahilities and to- do this we are assisted, in owr teaching by ‘The Literocy, THE
Shed.” The Literacy Shed is the home of visual literacy with video clips to LITERACY
enkwnceorstarbwrwmg,awywe&}orevery,g,mmmguwblewhoohthz SHED
writer necessary, for KS2 and,bmgond,ma,@nand,wgaging/ww

Spellings are taught through the Twinkl Phonics programme and additional statutory,
spelling, ohjectives (as set out in the National Cuwrriculum) are covered separately. When
children have completed the Twinkl Phonics programme they will move on to the Spelling,
Shed Scheme which includes online games and activities.

To promote a love of writing, we have an annual Haskayne Storywriter of the year

Early Years Foundation Stage
Ouwr Early Years cwrriculum is drawn from:

e The ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage published by the
Department for Education, which we use as a starting point.

e The non-statutory ‘Birth to Five Matters' published by Early Education, which we use
to support assessment, tracking and planning for children's next steps.

Within owr Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) classes we recognise that young children
leawrn in o holistic way, and we are committed to the education of the whole child. Our
curricwlum therefore supports the physical, social, emotional, intellectual and spiritual
dmrelcpm@nbo;ﬂeadmdubdmmtrcam Ourwrtuuumis,w-construot@dwiththeduldm
the EYFS. Thaexpmmw&matowduldmmpamapummenabte&thenwwdmfetopwmunbu

Ourmedumtermplamun@ which is flexible, wcmnpletedeaduh@j&-tmnand,bdmw}w&t}w
intended learming, with outcomes, for children working towwrds the Early Leaming Gouls.
Owr cwrriculum involves half termly, overarching theme with a weekly hook focus that has a
link to the main theme. We also embruce ‘in the moment planning in response to
Teachahle moments are skilfully recognised and exploited at every given opportunity. This
ensures that we have a cwriculum which is varied, engaging and pwrposeful and enables
staff to consolidate and extend upon prior learning and support next steps. Teachers also
use Twinkl to deliver early phonics.

We value the role of parents as children's first educators and we encourage them to share



through ‘proud, clouds’. We have an open-door policy to encowruge open communication
and a sense of mutual respect. There is also a whole~- school weekly newsletter to- parents.
Parents are also invited to an open afternoon twice annually to- meet with teachers to share
learning journeys and, to discuss achievements, progression and targets. We also hold,
W@mwmw sessions and information meetings to support parents with home
planning for each child. All children are assessed across all areas of the EYFS on entry to
Nuwrsery and baseline assessed in Reception. We have shifted the emphasis on collecting lots

The contribution gf English to teaching in other cwrriculum areas
The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our

cwrricwlum. The children's skills in reading, writing, spoken longuage enable them to
communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school.

Equal Opportunities in English

All children regardless of their race, sex, religions, sexual orientation or disahbility will be
provided with a cwrriculwm that is suitably differentiated to- meet their needs.

Children in mainstream classes who have a SEN Support Plan receive additional in-class
support through adapted teaching - so that we can take additional or different action to
enahble the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the
child’'s needs.

is o powerful tool for promoting equal opportunities. Language and literatwre provision
takes into account the diversity of pupil experience and interests and informs children about
living in a multi-cultural society and other people's views and customs. It permits the

More Able

English provides excellent opportunities to enhance the leamning of more able pupils through
the development of higher order thinking skills, creativity and self-expression. Pupils who
show particulor talent for English will be identified by the class teacher, English suhject
given the opportunity to become Reading Amhassadors which provides greater
opportunities to develop English skills.

Assessment

Jor on-going assessments are identified. As with all subjects taught at Downholland
Haskayne C.E. Primary School class teachers use assessments to continually inform and
adapt their planning to suit the needs of the children in their class. To aid this continuous
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assessment we use Target Tracker (for Mainstream class) and B Squared iff necessary. These
assessment tools drow all lesson objectives and are used as checklists to enswre all are
covered. This also makes it possible to monitor the progress of individuals and to identify,
gaps.

and develop the children's evoluation skills.

The following assessment in English is used for formative and diagnostic purposes:

Statutory SATs are administered at the end of KS1 and KS2;

Half termly Twinkl phonics assessments for all children on the programme to
enswre every child is taught at the appropriate stage of the programme;

Scaled score tests are completed twice a year as part of owr English summative
assessment

Termly teacher assessment af progress made in writing;;

All children from Year 1-6 have weekly IDL time

All mainstream teachers enter termly data on the school writing assessment
document and Target Trocker, or BSquared when necessary

Pupil Progress Meetings are held termly with class teachers and memhers of the SLT to set
and discuss pupil's progress and discuss how Provision Maps are meeting the needs of the
children.

Refer to the ‘Marking Policy for details of marking approuches relevant to English.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The English suhject leader monitors the way English is taught throughout the school. They
examine long-term and medium-term planning, and enswre that appropriate teaching
strutegies are used. They also have responsibility for monitoring the wuy in which
resowrces are stored and managed. Monitoring occwrs through lesson ohservations, scrutiny
af work, pupil interviews or other evidence hases.

Review and Continuing Professional Development

Information is collected annually to inform the school's development plan. The English
Subject Leader monitors staff training needs (within this subject) and ensures that there is
a halance in the cowrses provided, bhoth in terms of the school development plan and
ing L stafp di oS,

Promoting the fundamental British Values
Citizens of the UK are encowruged to:
respect and ohey the law




Ouwr school rules underpin the fundamental British volues:
- BeReady
- Be Respectful
- BeSafe

We promote the fundamental British values throughout ouwr cwrriculum.
Health and Safety

Any off-site visits must adhere to the school health and safety guidelines and a full risk

Colleagues with responsihility for English
Headteacher- Miss Lucy Gront

English suhbject leader - Mrs Vicky Jones
Phonics Lead — Mrs Jounne Gibhson




